SURGERY
the diseases from which every man in this ward is
suffering and we shall see who will be much better
or worse than the sailor," It would have availed
little to ask the sailor who were his persecutors. The
sailor with false loyalty to blackguardism would not
give them away.
Sir Thomas was beginning:
" We have here a distinguished citizen who went
down to the sea in ships and faced the watery wastes
in pursuit of his business, which was the pursuit of
whales. Many of us have pursued game of one kind
or another, but who of us can say that he has hunted
a larger or more dangerous quarry ? And yet,
gentlemen, this man here before us has faced the
roaring seas and the biting blast. He has heard the
thunder of the breaking ice and he has braved the
terrors of the Arctic night. Perched aloft in his
cockpit, those eyes have scanned vaster horizons than
. we have scanned, while he described an arc with his
body as the heaving waters swung the ship with him
in his precarious position. Picture him to yourselves,
gentlemen, as he watched and waited until at last the
monster, the physeter, Nature's largest living thing,
appeared. He has seen the great whale shouldering
off the seas as he comes to the surface; and, regardless
.of the inappropriateness, perhaps, of the epithet to
the gentler sex, he shouts, * Thar she blows I'
" Is not that right, Sam ?" Sir Thomas inquired
not unkindly of the fascinated able-bodied seaman,
who was cheered to find himself the object of so much
interest and to see his profession placed in such
romantic light.
" All hands on deck ! And then, gentlemen,
Samuel comes sliding down from the cockpit in his
haste to stand to the great sea-beast. Ah, but,
gentlemen, the shore has its dangers as great as, if not
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